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Stephen McKeever, vice president for research and technology ransfer at Oklahoma State University; Timothy

'Reynolds, manager of businass operations at the OSU's University Muitispecteral Laboratories in Ponca City, . .

.and Gary Gallagher, director of facilities at the lab, visit one of the iaboratories that will be renovated in the

Doors open for new OSU sensor lab
for firms entering crucial new field |

~ By Jim Stafford

Business Writer

PONCA CITY — Gary Gallagher thirew open a door to

amassive building on the ConocoPhillips campus here”

and allowed a group of visitors their first peekinto Ok-

cility. o ,

The view was daunting. The door opened into amas-
sive corridor in what was known to ConocoPhillips em-.
ployees as “Research East,” 2 qm.ogmacm_.o.moﬁ rm_,,.m.

moth that was built 11 the 1950s. R "
* “Research East is 360 feet long on three levels,” Gal-

lagher said as he ushered the group into the building,

- Gallagher is facilities manager for the building, which
- is now known as OSU’s University Multispectral Lab-
- oratories. It was donated to OSU by ConocoPhillips -

‘earlier thisyear. .. = . ,, . o
Led by Gallagher and Timothy Reynolds, manager-
-of business operations for what officials call the UML,

the building will uniderge a renovation that will breaths
hew life in a structure that has been unused for per: .

haps a dozen years.

Gallagher and Revnolds are employees of AMTL 2
government contractor and a business parther with -

OSU in rehabilitating and operating the building. -

“We're going to bring it back to life as the work de- -

mands,” Reynolds said. “The expense of bringing it all
back to life at one time is going to.drive us to do it in

stages and phases to be more cost effective and-effi-

ith the money that we have.”

e ¥ensor research facility eventually will offer up
to 60 separate labs where university, government and -
rivate Aector scientists will test chemical and biolog-

piapplications. - S .

i, the facility will have a fulltime workforce
0f 50 to 60 pegple with visiting research teams of 20 to
, aFany one time, Reynolds said. B
0 renovate the building will start in January,

“Bringing up the building is actually the least expen- |
. sive portion to it,” Gallagher said, “Actually going in

and making all the updates to the equipment, to the air

ratory is what eats up a lot of money.”

lion én a combined $4 million commitment from the

, city of Ponca City and ConocoPhillips to begin oper-

ations in the new laboratory. The university also re-
ceived $5 million in state funding for the project.

The center was conceived by Stephen McKeever,
OSU’s vice president for research and technology

sefhisors for use largely in military and homeland _

an system and the equipping each individual

U recently received the first installment of $t mil.

the building: If & perset sty
ed locations; -atarms: will solind;
‘First'on the agenda t renovate for thi

transfer. A year of discussions and planning led to Co-
nocoPhillips’ announcement of the giftin February. -

“We've already had several phone calls from compa-
nies wanting to know what we're doing,” McKeever
said. “At the moment, they are just curious.”

But serjous discussions have been held with offi-

cials with Johns Hopkins University, which has a huge
research budget but litde room for expansion,
McKeever said. Companies from Boston to Austin,
Texas, have expressed interest, he said. : .
‘The lab will generate revenue from users who con-

‘tract to use the facility.

Gallagher said the facility’s management also will

‘pursue developing a business incubator for sensor
. technology companies at the site. _
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