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Congressman Lucas Helps Pave

November 9, 2007

‘Service to Ponca City and Northern Oklahoma Sinice 1893

Ponca City,

Way for Sensor Testing Laboratory

) ASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Congress-
" man Frank Lucas secured funding
in legislation that cleared the U.S. House
Thursday that will provide $800,000
toward the development of a sensor test-
ing laboratory in Ponca City..

The facility will.allow Oklahoma State
University researchers to test sensors
designed to detect potential ferrorist
attacks. . _

“These sensors will serve at the front
lines of the Global War on Terrorism,
detecting terrorist threats and attacks in
order to save unteld lives,” Lucas said.
“Congress has no greater responsibility
than to secure the homeland, and this
project will help our military and first
responders do just that.”

- The public-private collaboration will
¢reate a facility to test and evaluate sen-
sors developed by private companies or

university researchers to ensure they
meet the qualifications and specifica-
tions to be used for defense and home-
land security applications. The laborato-
ry will perform testing, integration, and
commercialization of chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, nuclear, and explosive
Sensors,

“The goal is to take these cutting-
edge technologies from the laboratory
to the field,” Lucas said, “so that we can
improve our abilities to detect potential
terrorist threats, both in the field of
battle and here at home.”

.. Other Special Help .

ConocoPhillips has donated a facility
(Research East) located in Ponca City for
the laboratory, which is currently being
rencvated to meet the project specifi-
cations. The Ponca City Development
Authority has committed $2 million to

the project over a span of four years.

David Myers, Ponca City Development
Authority executive, expressed appre-
ciation for the support of Lucas, saying
“We are pleased that the UML continues
to grow and for the ongoing support of
Congressman Lucas. The UML will be
developed over the course of several
years. It is an ongoing project.”

According to the Lucas’ news release
Project researchers will collaborate with
the U.S. military, including Special Oper-
ations forces, along with other federal
authorities, to ensure the sensor technol-
ogy is implemented effectively.

The funding was included as part of
the fiscal year 2008 appropriations bill,
which passed the U.S. House today by
a vote of 400 to 15. Lucas helped secure
$1.5 million for the project last year and
$1 million in fiscal year 20086,



